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and violence. On National D.A.R.E. Day, we 
honor the individuals who help our Nation’s 
young people avoid the dangers of substance 
abuse and become productive citizens. 

For more than two decades, D.A.R.E. pro-
grams have taught America’s youth about the 
devastating effects of drug use and encour-
aged them to lead drug-free and violence- 
free lives of purpose. By opening the lines 
of communication between law enforcement, 
educators, and students, all those involved in 
D.A.R.E. help save lives and stop drug use 
before it starts. 

My Administration is dedicated to fighting 
drug use throughout our country. The Na-
tional Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign is 
working with the Partnership for a Drug- 
Free America to teach our youth about resist-
ing the pressure to use drugs. Additionally, 
the Helping America’s Youth initiative, led 
by First Lady Laura Bush, encourages com-
munity partnerships that bring together fami-
lies, faith-based and community organiza-
tions, and schools to help make a positive 
impact on the lives of young people. Through 
the Strategic Prevention Framework and the 
Drug Free Communities Program, we are 
also helping communities to develop effec-
tive local strategies to prevent substance 
abuse. By working together, we can reduce 
illicit drug use and help every child realize 
the promise of our country. 

Youth development programs like 
D.A.R.E. encourage our Nation’s children to 
make healthy choices that lead to a better 
future. This year’s National D.A.R.E. day is 
an opportunity to renew our commitment to 
building strong, drug-free communities. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 12, 2007, 
as National D.A.R.E. Day. I urge all young 
people to make good decisions and call upon 
all Americans to recognize our collective re-
sponsibility to combat every form of drug 
abuse and to support all those who work to 
help our children avoid drug use and vio-
lence. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 

of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:49 a.m., April 13, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 16. 

Proclamation 8124—Thomas 
Jefferson Day, 2007 
April 11, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On Thomas Jefferson Day, we commemo-

rate the birthday of a monumental figure 
whose place in our Nation’s history will al-
ways be cherished. Thomas Jefferson was a 
scholar, statesman, author, architect, and pa-
triot, and today we celebrate his many ac-
complishments and lasting legacy. 

Thomas Jefferson continues to capture our 
imagination because our country still echoes 
his ideals. In 1776, as a young lawyer from 
Virginia, he drafted the Declaration of Inde-
pendence for the Continental Congress and 
articulated the American creed. From that 
document was born a Nation with a message 
of hope—that all men are created equal and 
meant to be free. The words Jefferson 
penned were a bold statement of revolu-
tionary principles, and they have lifted the 
lives of millions in America and around the 
world. 

As the third President of the United States, 
Jefferson worked to realize the vision he held 
for our young democracy. He signed legisla-
tion in 1802 that established the United 
States Military Academy at West Point, New 
York, and began the great tradition of service 
academies that have contributed immensely 
to the defense of our freedom. He believed 
in the possibility of westward expansion, dou-
bling the size of our Nation with the Lou-
isiana Purchase and encouraging the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition to help open the un-
known West for future development. 

Thomas Jefferson served his fellow citizens 
in many other important roles, including 
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Governor of Virginia, Secretary of State, and 
Ambassador to France. Yet, of his many ac-
complishments, Thomas Jefferson will always 
be remembered for his belief in liberty and 
in the ability of citizens to govern their own 
country and their own lives. As we celebrate 
his birthday, we are proud that the Nation 
he helped establish remains free, inde-
pendent, and true to the ideals of our found-
ing. Today, the United States of America is 
the world’s foremost champion of liberty, 
moving forward with confidence and 
strength, and an example to the world of 
what free people can achieve. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim April 
13, 2007, as Thomas Jefferson Day. I encour-
age all citizens to join in celebrating the 
achievements of this extraordinary American, 
reflecting on his words, and learning more 
about his influence on our history and ideals. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:49 a.m., April 13, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 16. 

Proclamation 8125—National 
Volunteer Week, 2007 
April 11, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Volunteer Week, we cele-

brate the spirit of service in America and 
honor those who demonstrate the great char-
acter of our country through acts of kindness, 
generosity, and compassion. 

Throughout the history of America, volun-
teers and civic organizations have helped ex-
tend the blessings of liberty and opportunity 

to our citizens. People across our Nation an-
swer the universal call to love their neighbor 
by giving their time, talents, and energy to 
comfort those in despair, support others in 
need, and change lives for the better. The 
optimism and determination of our country’s 
volunteers reflect the true spirit and strength 
of our Nation. 

My Administration encourages Americans 
to seize the opportunity to help someone in 
need. Individuals can find ways to serve in 
communities throughout our Nation by vis-
iting the USA Freedom Corps website at vol-
unteer.gov. The USA Freedom Corps works 
to rally America’s armies of compassion and 
bring together individuals and faith-based 
and community organizations committed to 
volunteer service. These efforts are helping 
to build a culture of service, citizenship, and 
responsibility across our country. 

America’s volunteers demonstrate that the 
strength of our Nation lies in the hearts and 
souls of our citizens. During National Volun-
teer Week, we recognize all those who have 
touched the lives of others with their kind-
ness and who have made our country a better 
place by helping their fellow Americans. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 15 through 
April 21, 2007, as National Volunteer Week. 
I call upon all Americans to recognize and 
celebrate the important work that volunteers 
do every day throughout our country. I also 
encourage citizens to explore ways to help 
their neighbors in need and serve a cause 
greater than themselves. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:50 a.m., April 13, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 16. 
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